INDIAN  CUSTOMS  AND  CULTURE                     IJ

have been famous women rulers, both Hindu &nd Moslem, in the
lener course of Indian history.

ill the realms of literature and cf the arts Hindu culture is as
distinctive as in Hindu philosophy. Religion and mythology
form the main sources of inspiration. Sanskrit literature ranks
among the great literatures of the world, and its classical period
was in the fourth to fifth century A.D. It found imaginative ex-
pression in plays, in poetry, and in prose romances, besides a great
todv of philosophical and religious writings. By common con-
sent the dominating figure among Sanskrit poets and dramatists
of the period is Kalidasa. His famous romantic play, Saktintala,
considered the finest of classical Sanskrit dramas, still delights
modern audiences.

Next to Sanskrit the greatest Indian literature is in Tamil,
dating from the first centuries of die Christian era. It is known
that from very early times the Tamil States of the far south con-
ducted a prosperous foreign trade and had reached a high degree
of material civilisation, and this is mirrored in the works of the
early Tamil poets.

As the use of Sanskrit declined as a living language, die ver-
nacular languages derived from it became the medium of literary-
expression; and war-ballads, songs, and legends were succeeded
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries by a great production of
popular religious poetry. Outstanding names are those of Kabir
and Tulsi Das. Kabir (by birth probably a Mohammedan) at-
tempts in his poetic writings to unite Hindus and Moslems in the
common worship of one God. Tulsi Das, the greatest poet of the
sixteendi century, retold the story of the Sanskrit epic Ramayana
in Hindi verse, which is die popular version still widely read and
recited to-day. ^

With the Moslem invasions into India came also the cultural
influence of Islam. The Mohammedans brought with them
Persian literature, and with it knowledge of the achievements of
the Arabs in arts and science. There is litde doubt that the re-